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INSULAR POSSESSIONS.

When Mr. JouN QuiNcy Apams, in 1823,
wrote his letter to Gen. ALEXANDER Smyrug, of
Virginia, on the then ineredible idea that this Ame-
rican Union would ever seek to possess or annex to
it the islands of any sen, how amazed would thal
statesman have been had the curtain of the future
been suddenly raised, and he had seen how coolly
and flippantly the politicians and newspapers of the
country would in thirty years discuss the propriety,
not of having insular territories ut all, but of forth-
with entering upon the island territories of a Power
in amity with us to which we had taken a fancy ;
as if, in the language of a Spanish representative,
“the world of Columbus were our own gxclusive
property I""  Yet so it is; and Congress Hall and
the public journals are busy in settling the ques-
tion whether it is time for us to acquire Cuba in
“the Atlantie, (Porto Rico is not yet mentioned,)
and the Sandwich Islands in the Pacific ocean )
These brief remarks wére prompted at this moment
by the annexed letter, which we find in the Journal
of Commerce—a letter too full of good and grave
suggestions to be passed by, but ‘which could not be
inserted without a word or two of explanation. The
special mission referred to by the writer is in allu-
sion to a statement lately cirenlated in the public
papers, and generally credited, that the American
Government proposes to send to Spain two Commis-
sioners (Messrs. DArnas, of Philadelphia, and
HowerL CoBs, of Georgia) to treat for a transfer

of Cuba to the United States.
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We may expect o great debate upon the subject of the
special mission to Spain, when it shall be brought before
Congress. The object of the commission is well under-
stood, but still an explanation of it will be demanded by
Congress, and it cannot be refused. It is understood
that the object is to lay before the Spanish Government,
in a plain and explicit manner, the views and policy of
the United States in regard to Cuba; to show that its

sequisition by the United States is a political and com-
mercial necessity; and that it is necessary for the wel-
fare both of Spain and of the United States, for the pre-
servation of peace between the two countries, and for the sup-
pression of lawless enterprises of our own citizens, in
connexion with Bpanish subjects, sgaiust Cuba. - * # #

With the United States there is no other guestion on
the subject than in regard to time snd conditions. It
might be deferred almost indefinitely, with advantage to
the United States, if the Bpanish Government was so far
progressive in its policy 85 to adapt itself to the condi-
tion of things, The Southern people would gladly suffer
Cuba to remain as she is, & Spanish slave colony, so long
as it can be done with safety to their own domestic inte-
rests, The Southern States are not to be benefited by
the acquisition ; for it will destroy the value of the suga:
lands in Texas, Florida, and Louisiana, sand ulso drain off,
by superior advantages of soil and climate, the slave labor,
the oapital, and the enterprise from the Southern States.

It will be s question with Congress whether the time has
arrived when it is to be deemed necessary for our interests
to acquire Cuba. This would be a question, even inde-
pendently of any national feeling in regard to slavery in
the island, and even if the question were left to the sole
decision of the slaveholding States of the Union.

The condition of the Cuban population is of itself a
matter to be considered by the South as well as the North,
if annexation is to follow acquisition. The white popu-
lation is five hundred thousand; the wumber of free
negroes two hundred thousand ; the number of Bozales
(Africans held fllegally in o condition of slavery, and
who, under the decision of the United States Supreme
Court in the Aminstad case, would be free, and will be
made free under the recent Spanish edicts) is one hun-
dred and eighty thousand; the number of “slaves is two
hundred and fifty thousand. Thus, if weannex the island,
we take it with two hundred and fifty thousand slaves and
four bundredand eighty thousand free blacks., Of the Bo-
rales most are males in middle life, and very ferocious and
savag®, beingpative Africans. They will be troublesome as
fellow-citizens, and rather out of place in this enlighten-
ed republic. Of the free negroes, some have been free
for & long time, were born free, and have accumulated
property, and are intelligent and civilized, aud to some
extent educated. These men would be daugerous msso-
viates for their compatriots, the HBozales; for they would
furnish them with means and prompt them to action.
Supposing that we annexed Cubn ns a elave State, what
shall be done with the nearly half a million of free ne-
groes ! Shall we sppeal to the principle of squatter
sovereignty for the settlement of this question? If so,
the Creoles will be the only scknowledged citizens; and
they will vote out every one else frow citizenship, and
¢specially the old Royalist SBpaniards, and by a simple
decree constitute the balf million of free negroes their
cwn slave properly, and call upon the United States Gov-
ernment to maintain their right to property in these men,
und to furnish armies and navies and munitions of war
und money, to the extent of millions not to he counted,
to subject these negroes to their quiet possession,

Again, shall it be a provision of the treaty of purchase
that the free negroes shall remain free? Nothing but o
war of races, added to servile insurrections, will be the
consequence of our acquisition of the island nnd the re-
moval of the restraint of Spanish rule.

There is stil] another guestion. Shall we provide in
the treaty of cession or otherwise for the deportation of
the half million of free blacks to Africa? Will they go
peaceably * How much would it cost? Are they to be
there provided for by the hounty of this Union, or left to
starvation, in their own quarrels ! Suppose the purchase
of thie island, and the deportation of the free negroes, and
adequate provision for them should amount to only four
hundred millions, (which is much within the mnrk,) will
not the amount be an incumbranee upon the Treasury
quite emough to buukrupt it and destroy the eredit of the
Federal Government?

In fine, would the acquisition and annexation of Cuba,
ut the expense of & war, at the expense of a costly pur-
chase, at the hazard ofpivil and servile war in Cubx, be
advantageous to the Union, even if we could accomplish
the object without any sectional agitation and trouble at
home ? g

These are only a few of the considerations that are
commended to Congress when the Cuban question shall
come up.

Ex-Goversor Ramsey v Mixsesora,—On the recent
return of Ex-Governor Ramsey to his home in Minnesota,
after an absence of several months, his fellow-citizens
mel him almost before he had crossed his domestic
threshold, tendering him in the warmest and most hearty
mapner & welcome home. An imprompta though sump-
tuous banquet was got up in his  honor at the American
House in 8t. Paul. A number of speeches were delivered
and tonsts drank, in several of which marked allusion
was made to the complete trinmph Mr. Rausey had re-
ceived st the hands of the Senate of the United States
over the false and injurious imputations and nilegations
made against kim and his administration of public trusts
whilst Governor of the Territory.
of the tonsts :

** Qur returned fellow.citizen, Avexaxoer Ravsey: In
the late prosecution to which lis charneter, motives, and
uctions have been subjected he has bad our warmest aym-
pathy ; in the triumphant vindieation which justice has
awarded him he has our hearty gratulation ; for hie tried,
faithful, and wise service to Minnesota ke has our high-
est respect and fullest confidence; and for Lis kind and

«ourteous relstions as an exemplary citizen und true friend
be merits and receives our warmest estecm.'’

The following is one |

AMERICAN TREATY WITH JAPAN,

We find in the Singapore (India) Free Press of
the 14th April the subjoined interesting account,
copied from s Hong-Kong paper, of the suecessful
aegotiations of Commodore PERRY with the Ja-
panese (rovernment for the openiug of its ports to
the commerce of the United States. This impost-
ant intelligence is confirmed l)y late advices from
England and by the Hong-Kong correspondence of
the New York Commercial Advértiser.

The precise terms of the Treaty, which was to
have been ratified by Japan on the 27th April, are
aot yet known. It is said, however, to be placed
beyond a doubt that free intercourse between the
two countries is fully opened, and that two ports,
with a coal depot and a supply of coals for the
[nited States steamers, has been conceded ; also,
that kind treatment and an abundant supply of wa-
ter and provisions are secured to all Americans who
may visit any part of the Japanese const.

The ports conceded are Cimodi, in Niphon, near
Oape Yzue, and Hakatam, on the island, and in the
Straits of Matzmai ;#but it is agreed that, should
the report of the naval officers sent to survey these
places be unsutisfactory, other ports in the same
island will be selected in their stead.

The railroad and electric telegraph taken by the
squadron to Japan were in successful operation when
the frigate Susquehannah, which conveyed the news
to Hong-Kong, left Jeddo on the 25th of March.

The Japanese utterly denied having made any
ireaty with the Russian Government,

The Editor of the Commercial Advertiser states
that he has spen other correspondence which con-
firms this intelligence, and adds that ¢ the utmost
* courtesy was shown in Jupan by the officials 'and
* by the people. The officers of thesquadron rang-
* ed freely about the country, the inhabitants on
¢ every side evincing great interest and curiosity,
¢ but no fear, and in no instance disrespect.” Also,
that Commodore PERRY ¢ proposed to extend the
¢ conceded privileges to other nations, but the sug-
¢ gestion was' negatived by the Japaunese.” This
correspondence enumerates the following articles as
likely to be in demand for Japan :

Woollens of every description ; preferable colors, red,
blue, and yellow. Hardware, ineluding tools of all kinds,
tin plates, stores, &c. Glassware; window, plate and
out. Printed cottons of fine textare and high colors;
sarpeting, heavy cotton goods, fire arms, clocks, leather
of bright colors, &e. From the Japanese we can pro-
cure silver, gold, and copper of unusual purity; tea and
silk, the latter, however, of an inferior quality.

FROM THE FRIEND OF CHINA OF APRIL b,

The return to long-Kong on Sunday of the United
States steamship Susquehannah, Capt. Brvomaxax, has
placed us in possession of further particulars of the United
Jtates and Russian expeditions to Japan. The American
deet, it will be remembered, left this harbor on the morn-
ing of the 14th of January last. Un the Tth of February
the Steamers left Loochoo, the sailing vessels having left
that place about n weck before. On the 12th the Sus-
juehannah, bearing the flag of Commodore Perny, an-
shored in a bay a little to the south of Jeddo, where
she found the frigates Macedonian and Vandalin, and the
storeship Lexington in sight, beating in. (The South-
umpton, storeship, was afterwards {ound to have arrived
in the Bay of Jeddo on the same day.) The Macedonian
aad got on a reef, but a tug from one of the steamers,
ul three of which arrived together, placed her in deep
water the same afternoon. She is not supposed to have
received any material injury.

On the 13th February the steam frigates Susquehan-
uah, Mississippi, nnd Powhatan, with the Macedonian

‘Vandalis, and Lexington in tow, steamed up to within

twenty miles of Jeddo, bringing up in n place which on
the previous visit was desiguated the ¢ American Anchor-
wge.”"  The whole of the surrounding country, including
 high voleanic peak called Fudsi Jamma, was found cov,
ared with snow ; the thermometer was down to 30°, and
water froze on the decks.

On the 18th February Com. Penrey shifted his flag to
the Powhatan, on hoard of which vessel negotiations
commenced, the Vandalia proceeding to Uraga, whese it
was intended an interview between the respective Com-
missioners should take place. A succession of gales pre-
vented the vessels from proceeding further up the bay
until the 24th, on which day the sguadron got uuder
way and ran up off alarge town called Kanagawn, from
twelve to fifteen miles from Jeddo by water, nine only by
and. The houses of Jeddo were pleinly enough vistble
from the mast-heads, and boats from the squadron sound-
ed up to within three miles of the wharves. The Vanda-
lin's visit to Uraga was rendered unuecessary, it being
determined, in hLer absence, to have the council-house
erected nt a small fishing village called Yo-ko-hn-ma, not
far from the town off which the squadron had anchored,

On the first of March his Excellency Yrizanmouv, De-
puty Governor of Urags, and some other high officers,
‘were entertained on board the Susquebannah. The hear-
ing of these officials is said to have been frank and friend-
ly in the extreme. Tonsts were drank and speeches made,
interpretation being rendered by means of intermediate
Dutch; and, by allthat conld be ascertained from the
temper of the guests, there was cvery reason to believe
that the reply of the Emperor of Japan to the letter from
the President of the United States would be as favorable
a8 might reasonably be expected.

At first it was understood that the report circulated by
the Ruseinns of the deith of the Emperor was altogether
without foundution. From subsequent inquiry, however,
the report was found to be true; though no attempt was
made to postpome negotiations on mortuary account, as
the Russians asserted wonuld he the case; an excuse,
there is some reason to belicve, that had effect so far as
they (the Russians) were concerned, the Japanese deny-
ing most positively that any treaty had been made with
them. The Emperor of Japan was eighty-three years of
age when he died. His Majesty's son has been proclaimed
his suecessor, though he is not yet erowned.

The sloop Saratogn arrived in the Bay of Jeddo on the
4th of March, and was ordered to prepare for a trip to
the Sandwich Islands, by which route, thence to Pannma,
his excellency the Commodore announced his determina-
tion to forward the earliest report of the resuit of his ne-
gotintions, Early in March an interpreter arrived direct
from Jeddo, und on the Hth visited the flag-ship, e is
said to have been able to converse quite fluently in both
Duteh and English, and counld read and write our language
with facility. He spoke freely of the Emperor, his mas-
ter, and of his Mijesty’s willingness to necord commer-
cinl advantages to foreign nations.  Of conl Le said there
was plenty, which should be brought from the mines to a
depot to be selected by the Americans. This interpreter
bad only recently returned from Nangnsaqut, where he
said the Russisns were point blank refused ANy promise
of atreaty.

On the Sth of March, at noon, under an ambassador's
sulute from one of the ships, Com. Perry londed for his
promised interview with the Imperial Japavese Commis-
sioners. His Excellency’s barge was sccompanied hy
boats from the varicus vessels of the squadron to the
nuomber of twenty-eight ; and, besldes the hoats' orews,
four hundred soamen and marines were conveyed Lo the
shore to form his Excellency's escort. The weather was
magnificent, and the landing was effected most success-
fully. Two other sulutes, one for the Emperor, snother
for the Commissioners, were fired by the hoat squadron
after his Excellency was on shore.

The result of this first interview may only be genoral-
ized into the report that the disposition evinced was most
favorable to Americun wishes. Other meetings were de.
termined on, and & wareliouse was erectod for the special
reception of presents for the Emperor, Empress, and
Court, which were landed on the morning of the 18th.

From the size of the building prepared to receive these

presents the Japanese appeared to have expected s bul-
kier, if not a myre valuable assortment. A plot of ground
was cleared too for laying down the miniature railroad,
and a line wus arranged for working the eleotric tele-
graph; of both of which, as forming part of the intended
presents to the Japanese Court, our readers will no doubt
already have heard. ol

Maxncs 15, 1854.—A red letter day in the annals of
Jupan ; saw the Emperor's reply to the President's re-
quests under perusal on board the flag-ship; on the
17th Com. Perry sgain landed for his second i ew
with the four Commissioners appointed to negotiate &
commercial treaty. The names and rank of these officers
are said to be as follows : .

First Commissioner, his Highness the Prince Couneillor
Hayhasi.

Second Commissioner, Prince Ido of Tsussima.

Third Commissioner, Prince Izdwa of Mins-sa-ki.

Fourth Commissioner, his Excellency U-d-ns, an assis-
g et o i g terpreters of the respec

en o retera -
tive Legations nre Mr, g&utumke Mich-i-ta-ro and Dr. Sa-
muel Wells Wallinms,

Maron 20,—The storeship Supply arrived from Shang-
bai, conveying to gom. Perry the report left by the Vos-
tock of the successes in Japan of the Russian Admiral;
but the period of a year fized by the Russians for the open-
ing of Japan to the world was said to bea figment of
Russian imagination, The Japanese would only admit
that the Russians had said they would be back in a year.

On the morning of the 24th March Com. Perry hmlllu
third interview with the Japanese Commissioners, a few
days before having dispatched the Vandalia and South-
ampton to examine the harbor of Shodimn, about seventy
miles south of Jeddo, one of the places inditated by the
Japancse as fitting for a factory.

Were we to give in this journal aé certain fact the
whole of what we have heard as ‘having been'effected by

| Com. Perry in his negotiations it would spulk_qrfor Ame-

rican diplomacy in pavingellowsd so mﬁﬂio tranapire,

Without infringing any reasonable requirement, however,"

we are permitted to say that the following detail is not
far from n, correct summary of the principal advantages:

Two ports are given to trade, Motsmai¥, in Yeso, and
Shodimn, before mentioned; and, in addition to these
places with trading residents, another location is prom-
ised contiguous to the coal country. At first the Japan-
ese Commissioners spoke of one year for the coal staticn
and five for the trading places, as periods within vhich
they promised the warm endeavor of their Governmnt to
prepare the people for the new regulations. The lavs of
the Empire, they said, were very striot against tradixg of
any kind, exeept at Nangasaqui with the Dutch. To these
lengthy periods, however, his excellency Com, Perry
temperately though firmly objected, insisting on the coal
depot at once and trading ports within a year.

As regards the terms of treaty, the best of that with
China is said to form the leading feature. This, we think,
is to be regretted. Ports in Jaupan, as well as in China,
should be as free as the harbor of Hong-Kong, where duty
on our island’s chief production, granite, is collected by
the Government from the stone-quarry farmer. Com.
Perry, it is said, offered to embody a clause in the tieaty
for participation by all the world in the advantages he
desired ; but to this proposifion the Japanese Commis-
sioners demurred, expressing, however, a willingness to
make separate treaties on similar terms with any other
nations who might seek them in o peaceful manner, Di-
rectly the treaty is concluded, Capt. Adams, in the Bara-
toga, will leave with despatches ; bat, as it is said Com.
Perry intends to remain on the Japanese coast for at lrast
two or three months, we presume his Excellency ia pru-
dently determined upon doing what is to be done in a quiet,
steady manner, and without any unnecessary haste,

The miniature railway and five miles of magnetic tele-
graph created great astonishment. Arranged with Ja-
panese characters, there was much amusement among ihe
natives at the extremes of the line at the rapidity hnd
ease with which a conversation could be carried on, addi-
tional wires being ordered to be prepared immediately, so
that they might carry the communiocation right up to the
capital. The railway was taken round a circuit of some
fifty yards in dinmeter, or nearly a tenth of a mile in
length., The locomotive, with its terder and car, wus
made to travel at the rate of forty miles an hour. Of
course the action of these machines was only intended as
a small exhibition of Western science. The curiosity of
the Japanese appears to have been highly excited by the
beautiful symmetry of the Macedonian, and artisans
were engaged in measuring her, as they said, for the pur-
pose of building her counterpart,

One of the marines of the Mississippi dying while the
squadron was lying in the Bay of Jeddo, an occasion was
given to apply for ground for a'cemetery. Sufficient space
for ten intermeunts being ullotted, the marine was buried
with nll the honors of war,

In conclusion, we have only to say that the Susque-
huupah reports her crew and those of the rest of the
squadron ae in excellent health and fine spirits, She was
eight days en the run from Jeddo to this port.

FROM THE NEW YORK COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER.

At the present time the opening of channels of com-
merce with such n vest empire is specially important,
ingsmuch as the continued disturbanoes in China threaten
to thwart cnterprise in that direetion. The supply of
teas thence is already falling off, and a further deficiency
is expected, for the civil war is weakening the resource
as well as benumbing the energies of the' Chinese; so
that the opening of Japan to Awmeriean commerce is ex-
ceedingly opportune. It is worthy of note, too, that this
eoncession is maie to the United Siates only, which fact
is expressive of the wisdom with which Commodore Prrry
lins executed hia delicate but important mission, which
is very apparent, also, from the ¢opious narratives of his
proceedings on his second visit supplied by the China
papers.

I‘!le barrier to intercourse with Japan is broken down,
without the lifting of & sword or the firing of s hostile
gun. Nor is the formal treaty the only advantage gained
by this expedition. The two nationa have already learn-
ed much of each other's charncteristics, and there is
every evidence that the Japanese are disposed to place
confidence in their new aocquaintances, and to learn all
they can from them. In this réspect they differ consi-
derably from the Chinese, whose first intercourse with
European nations was marked by contempt for European
inventious and prodactions. The accounts furnished
from the expedition show that the Japanese rank higher
in intellect and iu enterprise than the Chinese. We find
them appreciating the railway, and marvelling at the
telegraph, and even making diligent inquiry respecting
Ericsson’s enloric engine, of which they had heard. The
list of presents and the mode of their reception is worth
quoting : kg ;

Four days after the interview the presents were inter-
changed, time having heen required to erect piaces for
their reception. Thuse for the Emperor consisted of,
among other things, a railway with stenm engine; an
electric telegraph; a surf boat; a life boat; o printing
press; a fine lorgnette; a set of Audubon’s American
Ornithology, splendidly bound ; plates of American In-
dinns; maps of different States of Amerien; agrionltural
implements, with all the modern improvements ; a piece
of cloth ; a bale of cotton; a stove; rifles, pistols, and
swords; champagne, cordisle, and American whiskey,
Aud for the Empress, (presuming there is one,) s tele-
scope ; & lorgnette in a gilded case; n lady’s toilet box,
gilded; a scarlet velvet dress; n changeable silk dress,
flowered ; o splendid robe; Audubon’s illustrated works;
a handsome set of china; a mantlepiece clock; a parlor
stove ; a box of fine wines; & box of perfumery; a box
of fancy soaps. Among the other presents, perhaps the
one most valued was a copy of Webster's Complete Die-
tionsry to the imperial interpreter. To the high officers
were given books, rifles, pistols, swords, wines, cloths,
mups, stoves, clocks, and cordials, the last of which they
fully nppreciated ; and, as regards clocks, when it was
proposed to bring an engineer from ship-bosard to set
them agoing, the Japanese said there was no occasion for
that, for they had clockmalkers in Yedo who understood
them perfectly.

Whatever may be thought of some of the other presents,
the railway and telegraph, at which the world at the time
waa digposed to lsugh, were happy hits. The rail is only
about three hundred yards in all; but, being formed in &
circle, the carringe ean be driven at the rate of forty

* Matsmai, & large town, with 50,000 inbabitaats, situa-
ted on a bay at the southwest point of the Island of Leso.
Its harbor iy constantly filled with merohunt vessels, and
it has s flourishing trade.—Maite Brun,

miles or more. Just at first the Japanese were chary of
veuturing into the car, but after & single trial there was
much good humored competition for places. The tele-

b inuch more astonished them ; but they will speedily
understand it, and may possibly by this time be laying
down wires for thu.u(m L

The chaplain of the expedition, the Rev. Mr. Birrinoer,
made severnl exoursions among the villages and eorn-
fislds, the latter of which he found in high cultivation,
The houses were generslly thatched, the better ones
tiled, and had enclosed yards and gardens. The narra-
tor adds : 5

Thesame gentleman, finding the people neither unfriend-
ly nor indisposed to receive him, and hiving obtained
leave to go on shore, determined to visit two. cities
some miles eff, called Kanagaws and Kasaocen, and with
that view crossed an arm of the bay, which shortened the
distance by several miles. He then proceeded through
Kanaw supposed to contain from one to two hundred
thousand inhabitants, and, from the immense crowds
that poured out everywhere to see the , there
can be no doubt of the population heing very great. The
crowds, however, oa no inconvenience or impediment,
for, on & wave of the hand from the Japanese officials
who accompanied Mr. Bittinger, the zl:gln cleared a
passage; and afterwards, a messenger having been sent
forward for the purpose, the people packed themselves
ut the sides of the houses, and left the centre of the streets
clear for the stranger. He entered some of the houses,
which he found primitive inetheir furniture and srrange-
ments, but, compared with other Oriental dwellings of
the same class, neat, clean, and comfortable. In some
of them he observed clocks of Japunese manufacture.

He also visited several temples, which, though smnller
than in China, have more gildiog on their walls and or-
nsments on their idols, ll; generally are in better order.
The priests as well as the people were distinguished for
their courtesy. The cities visited were not only very ex-
tensive, (estimated to be six miles long,) but with wide
well formed streets. Kasacoa is some fifteen to twenty
wiles distant, by land, from the ships; and Mr. Bittin-
ger being thus rily long absent, some unxiety was
1¢lt about him, As he was returning a Jupanese officer
put into his hands an order from the commodore for all
officers to return on board, and sbortly afterwardys a cou-
rier, monated ona ‘Bplendid blagk horse, delivered n simi-
lar deapatch, and, finding it wasunderstood and acted on,
turned round und galloped back again to report the ap-
proach of the Ameriean officer, who oonciudug his journey
by toreh-light, and found on his nrrival that every thing
that had occurred had been noted, even the number of
buttons on his coat being recorded.

One officer contrived to get up to Jeddo, or sufficiengly
near it to inform himself that there is five fathoms depth
of water close up to the city. It was expected that when
the treaty was signed permission would be given to the
strangers to visit the capital. OFf the two ports, Matsmai
and Osaka, the opening of which the treaty provides for,
the Hong Kong Register gives a brief account. Matsmai
is the chief city of the island Yeso, and is situated at the
south end of the island, near the Straits of Sangar, be-
tween Yeso and Niphon. Osaka isa capital in Niphon,
or Japan proper, and is situated on the western side, about
half way between Jeddo, the eapital, and Nagnsaki, the
Duteh port of trade, A correspondent of the China Mail
‘gives the following account of the burial of one of the
sailors of the American squadron :

One of the standing opinions about the Japanese des-
tined to be thrown down by Commodore Perry has been
that they were invincibly intolerant of christianity. In-
deed, this has been- assigned as o main  reason for their
exclusiveness, To the emblem of the cross they still ob-
ject, but the story of the expelled Portuguese, that every
christinn landing at Japan was required to trample on
it, or on a representation of the Virgin and Savicur, must,
if true, have been almost entirely confined to themselves
und their co-religionists. More recent writers, who have
been nble to deny that such is now the custom, tell us
the ** practice of religious rites is probibited by irreve-
cable Japanese laws ;" but the following narrative of the
funeral of o marine of the United States squadron shows
that there is as little foundation for the one statement as
for the other,

On the 9th of March, the day following the first meet-
ing between Com. Perry and the Imperial Commissioner
from Jeddo to negotiate the terms of a ¢commercial trea-
ty, & soldier’'s and a christian burial was given to a ma-
rine, Rober. Williams, who had died a few days before
on board the stenmer Mississippi. The party detailed for
this purpose consisted of several officers, one of them the
chaplain in his gown, an escort of eight marines in charge
of u corporal, and four marines as bearers of the corpse,
Two boats left the ship, one containing the officers and
the other the body and escort. Upon reaching the shore
the party was met by several Japanese officials, rendy to
conduct them to the grave. The escort landed first, and
received the body with the usual honors. The little pro-
cession was then formed ; first the escort, followed by the
musie, (drum and fife;) next the Body, borne on the
shoulders of four messmates ; and then the chaplain with
the other oMcers, and a fow #ailors from the boats bring-
ing up the rear. In this order, with the music playing
n dead march, the party moved to the grave, winding
through the streets of a village a distance of nearly hulf
» mile. On either side of the road, and on the surround-
fng hills, at the foot of one of which the grave had been
made, thousands of people, men, women, and children,
could be seen, all manifesting eager curiosity.

I could but think, ag we passed along, how strange not
only the procession, but ench of us individually wust
appear to that eager throng, not one of whom probably
had ever before looked upon the face of a stranger from
a foreign country ; and yet there was no undue noice or
apparent alarm on the part of any of them—only intense
interest in observing what was passing before them, As
we nearcd the grave, which occupied a very pretty spot,
the voice of the chaplain could be heard : *“I am the re-
surrection and the life, saith the Lord ; he that believeth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and who-
soever liveth and believeth in me ghall nover die.”

As we gathered around the grave, and the reading of
the burial service proceeded, the scene was one of un-
usual interest ; for the time and place and circumstances
all conspired to muke it, as an incident, honorable to our

short sojourn inn land where for centuries, it is said, the |

aymbol of our religion has been trodden under foot. The
church burial service ended, the escort fired three volleys
over the grave. I had expected that on this there would
be some commotion among the crowd, but [ noticed only
at the first discharge that for n moment there was o
slight movement as of surprise, and then all ‘were again
quiet and attentive observers.

Having now committed to the earth, with all due honor,
the remains of our deceased shipmate, the procession was
re-formed, and, with music to the front, again passed
through the village and the thousands of spectators to our
bonts on the beach. Heres we took leave of the offivials,
who throughout the entire seremony had conducted them-
selves with great propriety, and extended to us every ci-
vility, and returned to the ship, pleased with the con-
sciousness of not only having seen, but assisted in giving
such honors, in such a place, to & decensed brother.

The writers in the China papers take exoeption to one
feature of this negotiation, viz. that the Japanese refused
to admit into the proposed treaty n clause granting to all
other countries the same privileges as those granted to
the United States. It Is to the honor of the Administra-
tion that sent out the expedition, and to the Ambassador
himeelf, that the liberal proposition was made by the
United States, The refusal, however, is not to be won-
dered at. The Japanese may not deem it expedient to
adwmit af one time all the nations of the earth to such in-
tercouree. The treaty with the United Btates is but an
experiment, and may possibly be regarded by the Japa-
nese Government as a haznrdous experiment, considering
the long years of seclusion in whioh the people have
dwelt ; but that ultimately other nations will be admit
ted to the sume privileges cannot reagsonably be doubted.
The superincumbent pressure once removed, the germ of
popular enterprise will springup and grow until it will
connect itself with every commereinl Power, .

And how vastly superior, how much nobler, are such
conquests and triumphs than those of the bayonet and
the cannon ! How much more worthy of the (overnment
of the United States is such an expedition, with such re
sulte, than the contemplated quarrel with Spain as a pre,
text for the acquisition of Cuba! It will stand immemo.
rinlly to the credit of Mr. FirLymore's Administration that
at no eacrifiee of human life, and by no violation of the
laws of national comity, an immense Empire has been un-
sepultured, and the light of commerce, of civilization
and of christianity admitted into its long-sealed cham-
bers. And what a futare is opened to Japan and to the
world! How mighty events now erowd upon us! China
undergoing a revolution, preparatory to an entire change
of institutions and policy, and her people already emi-
grating by thousands! Japan abgndoning non-intercourse
and opening her ports with good will to the youngest
among nations |  France and England in alliance, and
war about to desclate the whole of Europe! Other events
of searcely less importance are already looming up in the
distance. Verily the world, and not this nstion or that
ounly, is being revolutionized.

The Charter Election yesterday in Gwrpt;'n result-
ed in the rejection of the new Charter—Yeas 50, Nays 260,

INTERESTING FROM HAVANA.

The New Orleans papers have files of the Gaceta
de la Habana to the 3d instant. The principal
item of interest (says the Courier) is a proclamation
issued by the Captain General, and dated on the
80th May, in which he again takes occasion to stig-
matize the report relative to an intended emancipa-
tion of the slaves as false and calnmnious. He tells
the owners of slaves that they stand in no danger
of losing their property, and calls on the various
local authorities to punish the authors or propaga-
tors of the reports. He even indirectly denounces
abolitionism, and seems'to have little respect for the
African character, but intimates his intention te
suppress the slave trade. The following is a trans-
lation of the proclamation :

BUREAU OF THE CAPTAIN GENERAL.

Havaxa, May 80, 1854.

Circura® No. 40.—The secret and constant enemies of
the Spanish name, who loke no rtunity of exciting by
their calumnies discontent and disunion among the inha-
bitants of Cuba, have for gome time with this
design, the most absurd and ridiculous statements touch-
ing the supposed abolition schemes of the Government;
and hy distorting from their true meaning certain phra
and ex{)nreninns contained in official documents, and by
supposing seoret treaties and compromises which have
never existed, and never could have existed, and never
oan exist, they have succeeded in diffusing some alarm
among simple-minded and suspicieus persons.

It becomes, therefore, your duty, while punctuslly
obeying the decrees of the Queen, with respeot to the mo-
dified instruotions I now transmit to you, not only to re-
press and chastise with a strong arm the propagators of
these oalumnious and seditious reports, but to inspire
confidence and security among the respectable inhabit-
ants of the district confided to your care. Let every one
understand that the instigators of the Afridan slave trade
seck in vain to induce them to make common cause with
them ; that whatever measures her Majesty may have re-
quired you to enforce for the purpose of thwarting their
fraudulent schemes bave reference to this object alone,
and are intended to secure to slave owners the legitimate
and tranquil pessession of their property, in which no
one will disturb them either at this time or at any other
period ; since from private wealth, which is verified and
registered in all countries, flow national riches and pros-
perity, the profit and glory of the State, reflected likewise
upon those who govern it loyally.

Make them comprehend that neither her Majesty's Go-
vernment nor its representatives in Cuba can ever become
the instrument of foreign interests of any kind; and that
they are well aware of the true relations of this country,
so0 as to make them accord with the sacred fulfilment of
treaties, and to base npon it the power and reason neces-
sary to protect itself from an exsggerated philanthropy,
from which they are as far removed as from the barbar-
ism of the slave traders. The Government of her Majes-
ty well knows that this unfortunate race, which under-
stand liberty merely as license, for the honor of humanity
ought not to be wrested from the soil on which they were
born ; but that, having been placed in the midst of civil-
ized men, protected by religion and by the salutary laws
of our fathers in their go-called slavery, they are a thou-
sand-fold happier than other European classes which en-
joy the name of freedom alone.

It is not merely the sentiment of public or private inte-
rest, but that of humanity which impels her Majesty to
enact measures for securing the maintenance, the pros.
perity, and inerease of slavery, You will carry them out
with temperance and kindness, but without vacillation or
doubt. In them lie the germs of trne progress and pros-
perity, such as is suitable to these honest natives, in this
branch of the public administration. They will one day
bless the band that dictated them.

Do not fail to inculeate these views in the minds of all,
and let them remain tranquil beneath the paternal sway
of the Government, which hns elevated this island to a
point of wealth and prosperity that has excited the.envy
and avarice of powerful nations—of a Government which
feels itself strong enough to break through the meshes of
an intriguing and venal perfidy, as well as the armaments
of the fillibusters, which perhaps at this moment are pre-

paring for our troops and for the loyal Cubans another |

opportunity of ennobling their names in the service of the
Queen and the country, )
Tur Marquis oF PEZUELA.
To the Governors and ;
Lieutenant Governors of the Inland.

Tn remarking upon this proclamation the New Or-

. leans Bee says that it “ indicates gross exaggeration

¢ on the part of those who have labored so carnestly
¢ to prove that. cmancipation in Cuba was the se
¢ policy of the Government. Mr, CLAYTON may
¢ right after all in maintaining the utter absurdity
¢ of these charges.”

e

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The Union says that we forgot to tell our read--
ers that the resolutions pending in the Legislature
of New Hampshire condemnatory of the repeal of
the Missouri Compromise were introduced by a
Whig. We do not know whether their anthor is a
Whig or & Democrat. But if our neighbor means
to intimate that the resolves will receive no support
from Demoerats, we think he is mistaken. Ho has,
“unintentionally of course,”” overlooked some of
the  little details” of a preliminary discussion
touching these resolutions which appeared in the
Boston Traveller of Saturday. We now copy it
for his benefjt, viz:

New Hampsmire —The electien of Senators of the Unit-
ed States by the New Hawmpshire Legislature has been
postponed to the 16th instant. The postponement indi-
cates the finnl defeat of the Nebraska party. That party
opposed the postponement; but it was carried by four
majority, four or five Democrats voting with the majority.

A series of resolutions offered by Mr. Flanders, of Man-
chester, was sssigned for consideration on Friday. These
resolutions condemued the Nebraska mensure, &o. On
the opening of the session on Friday, before the resvlu-
tions were taken up, Mr. Dopar moved that Tuesday
next be assigned for election of Senators of the United
States. Mr. Eastuax moved to substitute Friday, the
16th. This led to a discussion mpon the merits of Mr.
Flanders's resolutions, and upon the question upon which
it is well understood the election of Senators will turn
Mr. Eastxan said*he had supported the election of
President Preros, and Ippl'ot'etr of the privciples of his
insugural; but the Nebraska scheme, he was sorry to
say, had changed the complexion of the former profes-
sions of the President. Ile wanted time to make up his
mind as to his duty in the emergency. Mr. Dobax urged
speedy notion. Mr. Crark favored delay. Mr. TaPpax
urged time for the fullest deliberation on this important
subject. Hehad hoped the President's course would have
been such as to satisfy the people of his ustive State and
the people atlarge. When his inaugural was delivered, Jir.
Tappan said, he thought it one of which he was willing
to wait the result of experiment ; but when he seized the
favorable moment for the purpoge of repealing a nTred
compromise—n moment when the country was convulsed |
by the act of the Administration ; when the pledge made
in the inaugural address was broken, then he (Mr. T.)
believed, and the people also believed, that the President
had meted in subversion of his avowed principles, &e.
Ehe debate was continued with some warmth for three

ours,

Brager PREacuiNg axp S8uspay Riors.—The City Re-
corder, in his charge'to the Grand Jury on Tuesday, en-
joined upon them the necessity of adopting measures to
eheck the increasing tendency to disturb the peace of the
Lord's Day. There is no doubt that assemblages such as
have been gnthered for weeks past in the Park and else-
where areillegal. The pretext of the permissibility of
street preaching cannot, in the legitimate ncceptance of
the word, be urged in favor of continued toleration of
these nuisances. There iz no preacking, The appeals of
the speakers are directly to the passions of their hearers,
and are intended and calenlated to produce fighting and
bloodsheid. Those whonccompany them go prepared tofight,
and blows succeed the first manifestation of disapproba-
tion from any of the crowd. The so-called * preacher” is,
in faot, the mouthpiece of a gang of rowdies, who, through
him, challenge the Irish to a fight. The Irish are mer.
curial and pugnacions enough without such provocation ;
and we anticipate, unless decided preventive measures
are taken, that the nuthorities of the city will have to an-
swer one of thesa days for terrible scenes of bloodshed.
New York and Brooklyn are disgraced in the eyes of the
country and of the world by such profanation of the sane-
tity of the Babbath, and the entire respectable community
will stand by those officers who shall strive to maintain

THE NEBRABKA AOT.

We think that no intelligent man whose judg-
ment is unwarped by personal or - political interest,
or supposed sectional obligations, can read the sub-
joined letter from a country gentleman in Virginia
without being struck with the very sensible and
just view it takes of the character and consequences

{of the Nebraska act. Besides what we give of the

letter, the writer goes intoa free examination of the
motives of the originators and leading supporters of
the bill ; but, besides an habitual avoidance of the
argumentum ad hominem, we do not th hat the
writer has hit the rationale of its origin Wit pre-
cision. G
Buckixaman Cousry, (Va.) Jusz 10, 1854.

Genruemzs ;. You will receive herewith my subsorip-
tion to the Intelligencer for the last year. Permit me to
add that I fully spprove your course in relation to the~
bill for the organization of governments for Nebrasks,
&c. As a Southern man I should rejoice at the repeal of
the Missouri compromise had the action of Congress
grown out of a change of sentiment in the free States. I
should value it more as an evidence of a sounder state of
sentimeat in that section than as any substantial good to
be gained by permitting slavery to exist where it was
forbidden, I see nothing in this measure which promises
security to the South. The body whioh has repealed this
act may agein revive it, probably with incressed excite-
ment ; it isanew handle furnished the abolitionists ; their
ory will be repeal of the repealing act; snd thus we shall
have a game of political shuttlecock in which the best in-
terests of both sections will be sacrificed. We have had
up to this time steadfast friends In the North, who have
perilled their popularity in defence of our rights. And
what more do we require of them? To take the ground
of slaveholders, to think like slaveholders, and to act like
them. We ask them to take ground which they cannot
hold at home, and Ipredict that,we shall lose these allies
of ours, (mostly Demoorats,) and have their places sup-
plied with rank abolitionists. * * *

This is the first occasion on which the Whigs, as a par-
ty, have permitted the Democrncy to dose them without
even a grunt, I thank God that there are a few moble
spirits yet left. Among them [ number Jomx Bxri, of
Tennessee. :

Hon. N. P. BAnKs, Representative of the seventh
Congressional district of Massachusetts, delivered a
litical address to his constituents at Waltham on
riday evening. It wasanti-Nebraska throughout.
In the course of it Mr. BANKS remarked that he
had separated himelm an irretrievable step from
those with whom he previously acted, and now
stood independent of party ties, and pledged only

brought about the present crisis in the affairs of the
nation.

~

JAPANESE “ Proaress.”—The Jepanese seem
to have taken to the ways of their enterprising
Yankee visiters with great good nature. At an
entertainment given by Capt. BucnANAN the Gov-
ernor of Uraga at once fell in with foreign observ-
ances in toasting and speechifying. Capt. Buchanan
proposed the health of the Emperor of Japan, which -
wasdrunk standing, “ with all the honors,” and was
scknowledged by the Governor, who in return simi-
larly proposed the health of the President of the
Unpited States. The Japanese, says the narrator,
took their liquor freely, especially champagne and
liquers, greatly admiring the glassware that con.
tained them, and expressed a hope that the time
was at hand when they would be at liberty to visit
foreign countries in steamers and ships of three
masts. We trust that their aspirations in the lat-
ter respect will in good time be as fully realized as
their efforts at civilized post prandial operations
have already been successful.

A striking piece of news from India is the open-
ing of the Ganges Canal by the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Agra on the 8th of Adpril, which was cele-
brated with great ceremony and a display of. trooEu
It is a work of great magnitude, and great benefita
are anticipated from, it, not only in affording means
of communication, but in diatriguting the watera of
the Ganges for the gurpom of irrigation. The to-
tal length of navigable channel, inc; uding branches,
will be 890 miles. The principal engineering work
is an aqueduct over the Solani river 750n¥ut in
length, the cost of which will be £300,000.

ConnecTIcUT.—The House of Representatives

of Connectient has passed the following resolution
by a vote of 129 to 58 : :
Resolved, That this General Assembly disapprove of
the recent legislation of Congress by which the 8th sec-
tion of the act approved March, 1820, prohibiting slavery
in the Territory ceded by France® north of 36° 80/, wasn
declared idoperative and void. ;

Tae Norra Paciric Exproriva Expepirion.—Letters
from Hong Kong to March 27, received by the overland
steamer before the last, (whose advices bave been received
only by telegraph, ) announce the arrival there of the United
States ship Vincennes, of the exploring equadron, under
command of Com. Hixaoorp. It is some months since
Com. Ringgold had been previously heard from, during
which period he has surveyed and determined the position
of a number of islands, shoal¢, and reefs incorrectly deli-
neated on the charts, and discovered shoals before unknown.
Among others the Bordelaise Reef was surveyed. The
other vessels of the squadron, the steamer John Hancook,
brig Porpoise, supply ship Johu P. Kennedy, and tender
Fennimore Cooper, will rendczvous at the same place for
obtaining supplies and receiving instructions. A letter
from Hong Kong of the 27th says: ;

* The John Hancock, J. P, Kennedy, and Fennimore
Cooper are employed in the vicinity of the Gaspar, Billi-
ton, and other straits in the lower China Sea, examining
and loenting many dangers in those thoroughfares hith-
erto doubtful and uncertpin id position. Recent accounta
from them have been received, and the most useful results
bave been aiready secured. This division of the expedi-
tion wili rejoin company with the Vincennes at this place
by the 10th of Juune next.

“The squadron will take up at the Bashee Islands,
thence northward along the const of China, Corea, and
among the Japan group ; thence devote the remainder of
tho summer in the sea south of Japan, constituting the
route of vessels to Californis. The Bonin and Loo Choo
Islands will come underinvestigativn pending this daty.”

GEORGIA AND FLOKIDA.—The Governor of Georgia has
appointed A. A. Atign Commissioner and Jas. R. Burrs
Surveyor, tomeet a like commission on the part of Florids,
to run the boundary line between the two States. This
appointment, we believe, is in pursuance of an agreement
made betwéen the Attorneys of the two States at Wash-
ington last winter. The question of the boundary wasto
be tried in the Bupreme Court of the United States, but
it was agreed, after the parties met in Washington, that
Commissioners should be appointed to run a line as near-
ly a8 poseible from the junction of the Flint and Chatta-
hooohee rivers to the headwaters of ®t. Mary's. The
Commission meets for that purpose on the 20th instant.

Hon. Joux 8prep Suitn died at his residence in Madi-
son county (Ky.) on Tuesday, the 6th instant. He had
been ill for some time. Col. Sarn was a highly intelli-
gent, cultivated, and ngreeable gentleman. He was re- -
pentedly a member of the Kentucky Legislature, and
thirly years ago represented his distriot in Congress, Ilis
social qualities had endeared him to & very extended
circle of relations and friends, by whom, as by his imme-
dinte family, his death will bo deeply lamented.

The * Eastern Shore" of Maryland (snys the Phila-
delphia North American) has within a few years past
exhibited a remarkable degree of improvement, Agricul-
ture in all ita branches hns made rapid progress, and the
introduetion of new methods of cultivation has worked o
surprising change in the health of that region, which was
at one time so proverbially bad as to depreciate the value
of property and drive away a large amount of industri-
ous population. The malarious fever has slmost en-

the laws for its observance.—N. Y. Journal of Commerce.

tirely dissppeared,

to hostility agninst the men snd measures that have '




